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15th Women of Achievement Awards Luncheon



Women of Achievement Past Recipients

2022 “Navigating Uncharted Waters”
Gina DePinto, Van Do-Reynoso, Suzanne Grimmesey, Mona Miyasato, Terri Nisich, Jackie Ruiz:

Communication Professionals from the County of Santa Barbara

2020/21 “Vision, Voice, and Advocacy for a New Generation”
Barbara Ben-Horin, Girls Inc. of Greater Santa Barbara

Luz Reyes-Martin, Santa Barbara City College/Santa Barbara Women’s Political Committee

2019 “Making a Difference with Stories that Matter”
Beth Farnsworth, Journalist and Anchor at KEYT

Kymberlee Weil, Strategic Samurai

2018 “Courageous Communicators”
Hannah-Beth Jackson, California State Senator

Dr. Carrie Hutchinson, SBCC Professor & Social Justice Activist

2017 “Inspirational Women Leaders: Communication, Empowerment, Outcomes”
Helene Schneider, Former Mayor, Santa Barbara

Patty DeDominic, Founder, International Women’s Festival

2016 “Women Stand Up, Speak Out”
Lois Capps, Former Congresswoman

Dr. Lois Phillips, Communications Consultant and Founder AWC-SB

2015 “Pioneers for Change: Communication, Community, Choice”
Sigrid Wright, Director, Earth Day Festival

Marilyn Tam, Author, The Happiness Choice

2014 “Giving Voice: Leadership, Education, Community”
Nancy Leffert, President. Antioch University

Marianne Partridge, Editor-in-Chief, Santa Barbara Independent

2013 “Money Matters: Journalism, Justice, and Empowerment”
Kathleen Sharp, Author, Blood Medicine

Marsha Bailey, Founder and CEO, Women’s Economic Ventures

2012 “From Breaking News to Awakening the Muse”
Perie Longo, Poet 

Paula Lopez, Television Journalist

2011 “From Ink to Internet: Honoring Visionaries in Communication”
Lynda Weinman, Founder, Lynda.com 

Starshine Roshell, Syndicated Columnist

2010 “Writing Truth, Empowering Women”
Sara Miller McCune, Publisher, Sage Publications

Marcia Meier, Author and Director, SB Writers Conference

2009 “Championing Leaders, Building Relationships, Recognizing Excellence”
Catherine Remak, Radio Host

Ann Louise Bardach, Journalist

 2008 First Women of Achievement Honorees
Producer Deborah Hutchinson

and reporters at the Santa Barbara News Press including Jane Hulse, Melinda Burns,
Dawn Hobbs, Melissa Evans, and Anna Davison



AWC-SB’s Annual Fundraising Event—The Women of Achievement Awards

AWC-SB honorees this year are two climate champions Hillary Hauser, executive director of Heal 
the Ocean and author; and Dr. Leah Stokes, associate professor of environmental politics, UCSB.

These two women uniquely embody the 2023 Women of Achievement theme,

“Climate Champions: Bold Communication for a Sustainable Future.”

Two powerful women are leading the way in changing how we view and respond to the climate 
crisis. Through their bold storytelling, they’ve transformed politics and policies with a profound 
impact on all of our lives, inspiring hope rather than despair and mobilizing communities into 
action for meaningful change. Their unwavering dedication pushes the movement forward, 
testifying to their leadership and earning Women of Achievement recognition.

The annual Women of Achievement Awards are one way AWC-SB strives to empower women. 
By acknowledging exemplary women leaders in communications, AWC-SB provides inspiring 
role models for women within or pursuing careers in journalism, public speaking, writing, public 
relations, filmmaking, photography, and related disciplines. Every contribution to this event helps 
AWC-SB sustain and provide meaningful professional development opportunities throughout the 
year. 

ACW-SB’s monthly meetings help women stay current with developments in the technology, 
practice, and ethics of contemporary communications. In addition, AWC-SB offers networking 
events, a holiday party, and movie night. The chapter’s offerings are designed to encourage cross-
sector connections.



2023 Honoree 

Hillary Hauser 

As a diving photojournalist, HILLARY HAUSER has gone 
solo to 200 feet on the outside of a Hawaiian crater, 
explored sinkholes and caves in South Australia, slid 
into a flooded cavern underneath a mountain in Death 
Valley, gone down the face of a huge Fijian wave, and 
crashed on the backside of Molokini Island, Hawaii, in 
a canoe with six other people. She has chronicled the 
lives and deaths, of fishermen, including a dear friend 
killed by a white shark. She is co-founder (with Jeff 
Young) of Heal the Ocean, a Santa Barbara, California-
based environmental group, formed in 1998. As 
Executive Director, Hauser has led the organization to 
extraordinary success in the upgrade of wastewater 
infrastructure, which she has focused on as essential to 

protecting the ocean. Hillary and Heal the Ocean are outspoken about climate change, 
and the inadequacy of numerous plans to address sea level rise.

Hillary is an original member of the Women Divers Hall of Fame (2000), and in 2009 
she received the venerated NOGI Award (“the Oscar of Diving”) for Distinguished 
Service from the Academy of Underwater Arts and Sciences.

“To receive the 2023 Women of Achievement Award–by the Santa Barbara Chapter of the 

Association for Women in Communications– is an honor that takes every one of my words 

away! As a longtime writer/journalist, this feels like I’ve just been awarded the  “Oscar” 

of writing. I’m very humbled to be among the great women honorees recognized by this 

association. I personally and Heal the Ocean are razor focused on sea level rise, and our 

challenge, we find, is a denial that comes through planning commissions that approve massive 

building in coastal areas they know are going to be flooded in 30 years. Communication on this 

issue is paramount–to planners, to the public, to developers.”



2023 Honoree 

Dr. Leah Stokes is the Anton Vonk Associate Professor 
of Environmental Politics in the Department of 
Political Science at the University of California Santa 
Barbara. She is also affiliated with the Bren School 
of Environmental Science & Management and the 
Environmental Studies Department. Stokes focuses 
her research on climate policy and politics. Her recent 
book, Short Circuiting Policy, examines why we are 
behind on climate action, telling the history of electric 
utilities promoting climate denial and delay. It was 
named the Best Energy Book of 2020 by the American 
Energy Society, listed as a Top 5 climate book from 
2020 by The New York Times, and won 3 awards from 
the American Political Science Association. For her exceptional engaged scholarship, 
Stokes was recently recognized on the 2022 TIME100 Next and Business Insider Climate 
Action 30 lists. Her academic work is published in top journals and is widely read and 
cited. She is quoted frequently in national media, has written for top outlets including 
The New York Times, and hosts a popular climate podcast, “A Matter of Degrees.”

Dr. Leah Stokes

“We are in a race to address the climate crisis and keep our planet habitable. Our greatest 

challenge is to transform politics and policy–effectively and equitably–so that climate 

solutions become our default choices. To do so, we need powerful storytelling that invites us 

to give up despair, find climate community and take meaningful action. That’s why I devote 

much of my career to speaking, podcasting, and writing for a popular audience, and why I’m 

deeply honored to be recognized by AWC-SB this year.”



The Association for Women in Communications is a national organization that helps women develop and 
deepen the communication skills they need to succeed in a variety of fields. Our local chapter includes 
authors, journalists and broadcasters, entrepreneurs, designers and marketers, corporate communicators, 
coaches, and public relations experts. AWC-SB offers professional communicators and businesswomen an 
opportunity to network with colleagues who understand the challenges of contemporary communication.

Background: Communications consultant Lois Phillips, publisher Mindy Bingham, and producer Deborah 
Hutchison founded the Santa Barbara chapter of the Association for Women in Communications in 2006. 
They saw a need for a dynamic, local organization that cut across sectors to bring together professional 
communicators, solopreneurs, scholars, and corporate communicators as well as communications majors 
at local colleges and universities. They affiliated with AWC, a national organization that has empowered 
women for over 100 years. On a local and national level, AWC provides opportunities for professional 
communicators to encourage each other, feel inspired by successful role models, and learn skills and 
multimedia strategies through a range of professional development opportunities.

Professional Development: Today AWC-SB is the only AWC chapter in the state of California. Our 
membership includes women at different stages of their careers and with different backgrounds and skill 
sets. Regular networking meetings allow women to deepen their professional friendships, often leading 
to collaborative opportunities. Monthly meetings feature speakers and panel discussions designed to help 
communicators stay at the top of their game. A few of the topics from recent meetings include Inclusive 
Communication – From Using Pronouns to Uncovering Unconscious Biases; Adventures in Local Journalism 
with Gwyn Lurie; Going Up! Improving Your Elevator Pitch; Clear to Be Kind – The Importance of Clarity 
in Communication; and Separating Lies from Truth in The Media. AWC-SB sponsors public screenings of 
movies like Raise Hell: The Life and Times of Molly Ivins, and Fresh to Frightening: The Sharon Green Story. 
The association also offers casual opportunities for members to meet in person, in smaller groups.

Special Events: The annual Women of Achievement luncheon honors inspirational local communicators 
who make a difference in the Santa Barbara community. AWC-SB hosts an annual holiday party where 
we recognize a Member of the Year and support a Volunteer Organization of the Year. A few of the 
local nonprofits that have benefited from our generosity include Girls Inc., Friendship Center, Storyteller 
Children’s Center, Domestic Violence Solutions, and Santa Barbara Women’s Fund. The organization 
also celebrates local communicators with the Founder’s Award. Recent recipients include Dr. Katrina 
Mitchell (breast surgeon and advocate for women’s health), Kristine Schwarz (executive director of 
New Beginnings), Teri Jory (community activist), Jen Baron (founder of Girls Rock Santa Barbara), 
Guille Gil-Reynoso (co-founder of the Santa Barbara Latina Leaders Network), Anna Laura Jansma, 
(communications liaison at UCSB), Kate Carter (founder of Life Chronicles), and Rebecca Claassen 
(spokesperson for Citizens’ Climate Lobby).

Leadership: AWC-SB is governed by a volunteer board. The 2022-23 Board of Directors is led by Lisa 
Osborn, other board members include: Lauren Bianchi Klemann, Leslie Dinaberg, Carolyn Jabs, Monica 
Kunz, Jennifer LeMay, Hilary Lyn, and Joan Tapper.

About AWC-SB

Thank you for your consideration. AWC is a 501 (c) (6) nonprofit organization.
For more information, contact Lauren Bianchi Klemann (news@awcsb.org), Lisa Osborn (nd@kcsb.org), 

or Hannah Sullivan (hannahelizabethsullivan@gmail.com)



Exclusive recognition (“The 2023 Women of Achievement Luncheon Presented by__”) • Premier seating for eight at the 
luncheon • Premier featured sponsor in media advertisements

Logo on invitations, event slide show, and event materials • Recognition in AWC-SB event social media posts and news 
media publicity • Full-page color ad and premier logo placement in the event program 

Acknowledgment at the luncheon from podium by AWC-SB President 
Option for a promotional giveaway for honorees and guests at luncheon (approximately 165) 

Logo on the AWC-SB Chapter website, awcsb.org, and AWC-SB’s member newsletter throughout the year 
Eight complimentary registrations for AWC-SB monthly meetings

2023

Climate Champions: 
Bold Communication for a Sustainable Future

Wind Sponsor - $2,500
Premier seating for six at the luncheon • Listed as a sponsor in media advertisements 

Logo on invitations, event slide show, and event materials • Recognition in AWC-SB event social media posts and news 
media publicity • Full-page color ad and featured logo placement in the event program 

Acknowledgment at the luncheon from podium by AWC-SB President  
Logo on the AWC-SB Chapter website, awcsb.org, and AWC-SB’s member newsletter throughout the year 

Six complimentary registrations for AWC-SB monthly meetings

Water Sponsor - $1,500
Seating for four at the luncheon • Logo on invitations, event slide show, and event materials

Recognition in AWC-SB event social media posts and news media publicity
Half-page color ad and featured logo placement in the event program 

Logo on the AWC-SB Chapter website, awcsb.org, and AWC-SB’s member newsletter throughout the year 
Four complimentary registrations for AWC-SB monthly meetings

Fire Sponsor - $500
Seating for two at the luncheon • Logo on invitations, event slide show, and event materials 

Recognition in AWC-SB event social media posts and news media publicity
Quarter-page color ad and featured logo placement in the event program 

Logo on the AWC-SB Chapter website, awcsb.org, and AWC-SB’s member newsletter throughout the year 
Four complimentary registrations for AWC-SB monthly meetings

Additional Sponsorship Opportunities
$600 - Table for eight

$350 - Quarter-page color program ad
In-Kind - by donating items to the luncheon, you support honoring exceptional women communicators in 

Santa Barbara. In-Kind sponsors receive a quarter-page color event program ad and special recognition from 
the podium by the AWC-SB Board President.

E a r t h  S p o n s o r  -  $ 5 ,0 0 0

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS



AWC-SB Test imonials
“The Association for Women in Communications, Santa Barbara Chapter uses the Women of 
Achievement Awards to salute women who are exceptional communicators and have used their gifts 
to inspire and empower other women. Montecito Bank and Trust is proud to sponsor an organization 
that supports professional development for women in our community.”
Heidi Cougoule
Montecito Bank and Trust

“AWC is an organization that brings smart, amazing women together to share and connect their 
businesses. You put four or five women in any room and watch them work and bring any project or 
mission to life. Women need the support of other women. This organization does just that. The rule 
of the day is ‘be a mentor and get a mentor.’ That’s how it works. We learn, we grow, we share, and 
we succeed. That’s what AWC does for its members and much, much more.”
Dr. Nancy D. O’Reilly, PsyD
Founder of Women Connect4Good

“As one of early honorees of this event I have seen how the luncheon has grown in importance and 
is now one of the most highly anticipated local events of the year. The 2022 event was especially 
significant to me personally as it honored women communicators who have been critical in relaying 
life-saving information during some of the most challenging times we have ever faced together as a 
community. The honorees have epitomized strength, resiliency, and have been an instrumental part 
of our continued recovery.”
Paula Lopez
2012 WOA Honoree, Television Journalist

“It’s a privilege to hold space to bring our community together to honor outstanding Central Coast 
communicators and local heroes. Now in its 15th year, the Women of Achievement Awards is an 
uplifting, energizing experience that many guests look forward to year after year.”
Lisa Osborn
President, AWC-SB

Get Connected with AWC-SB
awcsb.org

news@awcsb.org

nonprofit #26-4061085


